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said, beyond dispute, must have a rise before Monday, when
this unreasonable consternation should be over.

But on Wednesday morning (I believe to the exact calcu-
lation of Mr Whiston) the comet appeared; for, at three
minutes after five by my own watch, I saw it. He indeed
foretold, that it would be seen at five minutes after five;
but, as the best watches may be a minute or two too slow, I
am apt to think his calculation just to a minute.

In less than a quarter of an hour, all Cheapside was
crowded with a vast concourse of people, and notwithstand-
ing it was so early, it is thought that, through all that part
of the town, there was not man, woman, or child, except the
sick or infirm, left in their beds. From my own balcony, I
am confident, I saw several thousands in the street, and
counted at least seventeen, who were upon their knees, and
seemed in actual devotion. Eleven of them, indeed, appeared
to be old women of about fourscore; the six others were
men in advanced life, but (as I could guess) two of them
might be under seventy.

It is highly probable, that an event of this nature may be
passed over by the greater historians of our times, as con-
ducing very little or nothing to the unravelling and laying
open the deep schemes of politicians, and mysteries of state;
for which reason, I thought it might not be unacceptable to
record the facts, which, in the space of three days, came to
my knowledge, either as an eye-witness, or from unquestion-
able authorities; nor can I think this narrative will be en-
tirely without its use, as it may enable us to form a more
just idea of our countrymen in general, particularly in regard
to their faith, religion, morals, and politics.

Before Wednesday noon, the belief was universal, that the
day of judgment was at hand, insomuch, that a waterman of
my acquaintance told me, he counted no less than one
hundred and twenty-three clergymen, who had been ferried
over to Lambeth before twelve o'clock: these, it is said,
went thither to petition, that a short prayer might be penned,
and ordered, there being none in the service upon that
occasion. But, as in things of this nature, it is necessary
that the council be consulted, their request was not im-
mediately complied with; and this I affirm to be the true
and only reason, that the churches were not that morning